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many startling facts heretofore unrevealed in the Marquis* life, are
there not, Kunigita?"
Kunigita raised his pale face and said: "Not that I know of."
"What?" the inquirer exclaimed as the others stared at Kunigita.
Saionji, who had been listening to their discussion, lifted his eyes
towards the darkening clouds in the southwestern sky.
There was a brief silence.
"There must be," Takekoshi persisted.
"Nothing more than we know about; in fact, less," he replied.
"Huh." The company was taken aback.
With sparkling eyes, after peering at Saionji, Kunigita resumed:
"This is very interesting, nevertheless." The listeners were puzzled. He
went on: "Because the author does not dwell on his part in the various
political changes of the past,"
"Do you mean to say that the man who was the Commander-General
of the Tamba Expedition, then the head of the army in the Echigo
Sector, and later appointed Governor before his twenties, has nothing
interesting to say?" Takekoshi turned to Saionji.
The host was calm. "Huh, that was true, but I was only a figure-
head. I only did what leaders like Saigo, Kido, Okubo and Iwakura
told me to do, particularly in the actual military warfare in which
General Omura gave me the most advice* He and Saigo had mapped
out the entire campaign. Their lieutenants, Kuroda and Yamagata, who
later became premiers—and are now Genros—were assigned to me as
my chiefs of staff in the north."
Smiling, he went on: "At that rime, those first four men I have
mentioned overshadowed everybody, they were the brains and forces
of the new Government."
"So those Satsuma and Choshu men, Kuroda, Matsukata, Ito and
Yamagata didn't amount to much, is that it?" Kunigita asked with glee.
Saionji merely smiled.
Kunigita clapped his hands, "Here is one man in our political circle
able to tell the truth about himself."
"That's an interesting interpretation-" Takekoshi seemed to be dis-
appointed in the manuscript,
"His personal advancement, I take it, he ascribes to nature's course.
Natural, very natural, it is* I admire this type of philosophy. After
all, what can we human beings do against die forces of nature? Our
life is a bubble on earth, we don't solve anything, do we? There are
no ideals, there are only daily necessities."

